Minister of Interior

Mr. Al-Aref Al-Khoja

Ministry of Interior

Tripoli, Libya

Your Excellency,

It has come to my attention that Jabir Zain, an activist residing in Libya, continues to be detained in an unknown location over 100 days following his enforced disappearance by a militia in Tripoli. According to his family, who have been unable to speak with him since his abduction, he has been tortured in detention and is facing expulsion to Sudan. 

On the evening of 25 September 2016, Jabir Zain and three of his friends were abducted as they left a seminar on women’s rights held by an NGO at a popular café in the Gergarish suburb of Tripoli, Libya. Hours following the abduction, Jabir’s friends were released, but he remained detained in an unknown location. It appears that Jabir was targeted due to his activism, particularly through Facebook, where he regularly advocates for women’s rights and posts opinions on topics deemed controversial in Libyan society.

The Tripoli-based militia responsible for his abduction, nominally operates under the authority of the Ministry of Interior and has its base in the Fernaj district of Tripoli. They accuse Jabir of atheism, moral indecency and collaborating with foreign NGOs among other charges, according to information obtained by his family. Following repeated attempts to gain access to his apparent place of detention, Jabir’s family met members of the militia at their base on 10 October. They reiterated the accusations against Jabir and informed the family that they would be holding him for further investigations culminating in his deportation, as he is a Sudanese national. 
At the militia’s request, Jabir’s family returned to the base on 12 October, meeting with the same individuals. They informed the family that there had in fact been an error, and that they were not holding Jabir, but another man with a similar name. Believing this information to be false, Jabir’s family continues to search for him with concerns growing for his safety after they received information that he had been beaten and tortured. His whereabouts and well-being continue to be unknown, with recent information received by his family indicating that he may now be held by the al-Radaa force in Tripoli – which also operates under the Ministry of Interior. 
I urge you to take the following immediate steps to protect the life and health of Jabir Zain:
· Immediately disclose Jabir Zain’s whereabouts and ensure access to his family and lawyer without delay;
· Release Jabir Zain unless he is charged with a recognisable criminal offence and tried in proceedings that respect international fair trial standards; 
· Protect Jabir Zain from further torture or other ill-treatment and investigate allegations that he has been tortured and bring those responsible to justice in fair trials
Thank you for your prompt response to this urgent and inhumane situation.

Sincerely,

Ms. Wafa Bughaighis

Embassy of Libya

2600 Virginia Ave NW, Suite 400

Washington, DC 20037

Dear Ms. Bughaighis,

It has come to my attention that Jabir Zain, an activist residing in Libya, continues to be detained in an unknown location over 100 days following his enforced disappearance by a militia in Tripoli. According to his family, who have been unable to speak with him since his abduction, he has been tortured in detention and is facing expulsion to Sudan. 

On the evening of 25 September 2016, Jabir Zain and three of his friends were abducted as they left a seminar on women’s rights held by an NGO at a popular café in the Gergarish suburb of Tripoli, Libya. Hours following the abduction, Jabir’s friends were released, but he remained detained in an unknown location. It appears that Jabir was targeted due to his activism, particularly through Facebook, where he regularly advocates for women’s rights and posts opinions on topics deemed controversial in Libyan society.

The Tripoli-based militia responsible for his abduction, nominally operates under the authority of the Ministry of Interior and has its base in the Fernaj district of Tripoli. They accuse Jabir of atheism, moral indecency and collaborating with foreign NGOs among other charges, according to information obtained by his family. Following repeated attempts to gain access to his apparent place of detention, Jabir’s family met members of the militia at their base on 10 October. They reiterated the accusations against Jabir and informed the family that they would be holding him for further investigations culminating in his deportation, as he is a Sudanese national. 

At the militia’s request, Jabir’s family returned to the base on 12 October, meeting with the same individuals. They informed the family that there had in fact been an error, and that they were not holding Jabir, but another man with a similar name. Believing this information to be false, Jabir’s family continues to search for him with concerns growing for his safety after they received information that he had been beaten and tortured. His whereabouts and well-being continue to be unknown, with recent information received by his family indicating that he may now be held by the al-Radaa force in Tripoli – which also operates under the Ministry of Interior. 

I urge you to take the following immediate steps to protect the life and health of Jabir Zain:

· Immediately disclose Jabir Zain’s whereabouts and ensure access to his family and lawyer without delay;
· Release Jabir Zain unless he is charged with a recognisable criminal offence and tried in proceedings that respect international fair trial standards; 
· Protect Jabir Zain from further torture or other ill-treatment and investigate allegations that he has been tortured and bring those responsible to justice in fair trials
Thank you for your prompt response to this urgent and inhumane situation.

Sincerely,

