Amir of the State of Kuwait

His Highness Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad

al-Jaber Al Sabah

Al Diwan Al Amiri, P.O. Box: 1,

al-Safat 13001, Kuwait

Your Highness,

The Kuwaiti Criminal Court issued its verdict on 12 January against 26 defendants on charges including "spying for Iran and Hezbollah”. A Kuwaiti man and an Iranian national were sentenced to death, one man was sentenced to life in prison and 19 others to between five and 15 years. The trial did not meet international fair trial standards.

The trial of 26 men, known as the “Abdali Cell” case, before the Kuwaiti Criminal Court ended on 12 January. Charges against the defendants included "spying for Iran and Hezbollah to carry out aggressive acts against the State of Kuwait" by smuggling in and assembling explosives, as well as firearms and ammunition. Kuwaiti national Hassan Abdulhadi Ali al-Hajiya, and Iranian national Abdulredha Haydar Dahqani, were sentenced to death, the latter in his absence, one man was sentenced to life in prison, 19 received prison terms of between five and 15 years, while three were acquitted and one fined. They have the right to appeal the verdict and sentences.

On 13 August, 23 men were arrested after Kuwaiti authorities seized a cache of arms, ammunition and explosives on a farm in Abdali, near the border with Iraq. The trial of the 26 men, three in their absence, had begun on 15 September. The defendants told the court that they had been tortured to make them “confess” and denied the charges against them. The court ordered an independent medical committee to examine them for marks of torture. When the medical examinations took place, it is understood that they were not thorough and too much time had elapsed for the marks to be seen. On 29 September during the second trial hearing the forensic medical report stated that the men had not been tortured.

· I urge you to commute the death sentences imposed on Hassan Abdulhadi Ali al-Hajiya and Abdulredha Haydar Dahqani immediately. 

· I am very concerned that the trial of the 26 men may have been unfair and I call upon you to arrange for these men to be retried in line with internationally recognized standards for fair trials, without recourse to the death penalty;

· Lastly, I urge you to order an impartial and independent investigation into all the allegations of torture in this case and bring those responsible to justice.

While I acknowledge that governments have a responsibility to bring to justice those suspected of criminal offences, it is imperative that trials be conducted in proceedings that meet international standards of fairness.  Thank you for your prompt and compassionate response to this critical situation.

Sincerely,
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Ambassador Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Embassy of the State of Kuwait

2940 Tilden St.NW., Washington DC 20008

T: 202.966.0702 | F: 202.364.2868 | Email: consulate@kuwaitembassy.us

First Deputy Prime Minister 

His Excellency Sheikh Mohammed

Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah

Ministry of the Interior

P.O. Box 12500, Shamiya 71655

Kuwait

Your Excellency:

The Kuwaiti Criminal Court issued its verdict on 12 January against 26 defendants on charges including "spying for Iran and Hezbollah”. A Kuwaiti man and an Iranian national were sentenced to death, one man was sentenced to life in prison and 19 others to between five and 15 years. The trial did not meet international fair trial standards.

The trial of 26 men, known as the “Abdali Cell” case, before the Kuwaiti Criminal Court ended on 12 January. Charges against the defendants included "spying for Iran and Hezbollah to carry out aggressive acts against the State of Kuwait" by smuggling in and assembling explosives, as well as firearms and ammunition. Kuwaiti national Hassan Abdulhadi Ali al-Hajiya, and Iranian national Abdulredha Haydar Dahqani, were sentenced to death, the latter in his absence, one man was sentenced to life in prison, 19 received prison terms of between five and 15 years, while three were acquitted and one fined. They have the right to appeal the verdict and sentences.

On 13 August, 23 men were arrested after Kuwaiti authorities seized a cache of arms, ammunition and explosives on a farm in Abdali, near the border with Iraq. The trial of the 26 men, three in their absence, had begun on 15 September. The defendants told the court that they had been tortured to make them “confess” and denied the charges against them. The court ordered an independent medical committee to examine them for marks of torture. When the medical examinations took place, it is understood that they were not thorough and too much time had elapsed for the marks to be seen. On 29 September during the second trial hearing the forensic medical report stated that the men had not been tortured.

· I urge you to commute the death sentences imposed on Hassan Abdulhadi Ali al-Hajiya and Abdulredha Haydar Dahqani immediately. 

· I am very concerned that the trial of the 26 men may have been unfair and I call upon you to arrange for these men to be retried in line with internationally recognized standards for fair trials, without recourse to the death penalty;

· Lastly, I urge you to order an impartial and independent investigation into all the allegations of torture in this case and bring those responsible to justice.

While I acknowledge that governments have a responsibility to bring to justice those suspected of criminal offences, it is imperative that trials be conducted in proceedings that meet international standards of fairness.  Thank you for your prompt and compassionate response to this critical situation.

Sincerely,
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