
Public Prosecutor

Nabil Sadek


Office of the Public Prosecutor, Dar al-Qada al-Ali, Down Town

Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt

Dear Counsellor,

I am writing to you on a very urgent matter.  As you are probably aware, human rights activist and prisoner of conscience Mahienour el-Masry were sentenced along with labour activist Moatasem Medhat to two years in prison for “participating in an unauthorized protest”. Three other activists, Asmaa Naem, Waleed el-Amry, and Ziad Abu el-Fadl, convicted in absentia to three years in prison in the same case.
On 30 December, Montazah Misdemeanour Court in the city of Alexandria, Egypt’s second largest city, sentenced human rights defender and prisoner of conscience Mahienour el-Masry as well as labour activist Moatasem Medhat to two years in prison for their peaceful participation in a protest on charges of “participating in an unauthorized protest” and “show of force”. The defendants’ lawyer filed an appeal and the hearing is scheduled for 13 January. Security forces moved Mahienour el-Masry to Damanhour women’s prison, and detained Moatasem Medhat in Borg el-Arab prison, near the Egyptian city of Alexandria.
In the same case, the court also sentenced three other activists, Asmaa Naem, Waleed el-Amry, and Ziad Abu el-Fadl, in absentia to three years in prison on charges of “participating in an unauthorized protest” and “show of force”. Under Egyptian law, defendants who are sentenced in absentia are entitled to a re-trial.
The sentences are related to a peaceful protest on 14 June 2017 in Alexandria against the ratification of an agreement by which Egypt ceded sovereignty over two islands in the red sea, Tiran and Sanafir, to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

I urge you to take the following immediate steps to reverse this terribly unjust and inhumane situation:
·  Immediately and unconditionally release Mahienour El-Masry and Moatassem Medhat, as they are imprisoned solely for the peaceful exercise of their rights to freedom of expression and assembly;

· Ensure that the sentences against Mahienour El-Masry, Moataseem Medhat, and the three other defendants are quashed; and
· Amend protests laws 107/2013 and 10/1914 in order to ensure that they respect the rights to freedom of expression and peaceful assembly.

Thank you for your prompt attention to the egregious violation of these individuals’ basic human rights.

Sincerely,
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Ambassador Yasser Reda, Embassy of Egypt

3521 International Ct NW, Washington DC 20008
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