Interior Minister

José Luis Pérez Guadalupe

Ministro del Interior

Ministerio del Interior

Lima, Perú

Dear Minister,

I am writing to you on a very urgent matter. As you may know, Máxima Acuña and her family, subsistence farmers in northern Peru, have reported new acts of intimidation and harassment against them, this time by armed security personnel from a mining company. They are in an ongoing legal dispute against the mining company over the ownership of a plot of land where the family lives. They believe the ongoing harassment and intimidation against them is an attempt to drive them away.   

According to local human rights organizations, at 9:30am on 2 February armed security personnel from the Yanacocha mining company entered the land where Máxima Acuña and her family have lived for over 20 years and destroyed the crop of potatoes they were growing for their own use. The family reported the incident to the Public Prosecutor’s office. 

Two days before, the family’s dog was found alive but with a stab wound to the neck. 

Máxima Acuña and her family, who are subsistence farmers, have been in a dispute with the Yanacocha mining company for years over the ownership of the plot of land where they live in Tragadero Grande, Sorochuco district, Cajamarca region. On 17 December 2014 a Court in Cajamarca determined that the family was not guilty of illegally occupying the land, as claimed by the company. The mining company challenged the decision and on 9 March 2015 the Supreme Court confirmed the first acquittal ruling. The mining company is now challenging the ownership of the land in a civil court. 
I urge you to take the following immediate actions:
· Please protect Máxima Acuña and her family from any acts of intimidation according to their wishes and respect their human rights at all times, including their right to the plot of land where they live, whatever the outcome of the land dispute;

· Please do all you can to end the campaign of intimidation and harassment by both the police and members of the Yanacocha mining company’s security personnel, who, until now have not been brought to justice;

· Please order a thorough and impartial investigation into the reported destruction of the crops and bring those responsible to justice.
Thank you for your prompt and human response to this urgent matter.

Sincerely,

cc:

Ambassador Luis Miguel Castilla, Embassy of Peru

1700 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036

Attorney General

Pablo Sánchez Velarde

Fiscal de la Nación (i)

Ministerio Público

Fiscalía de la Nación

Lima, Perú
Dear Attorney General,

I am writing to you on a very urgent matter. As you may know, Máxima Acuña and her family, subsistence farmers in northern Peru, have reported new acts of intimidation and harassment against them, this time by armed security personnel from a mining company. They are in an ongoing legal dispute against the mining company over the ownership of a plot of land where the family lives. They believe the ongoing harassment and intimidation against them is an attempt to drive them away.   

According to local human rights organizations, at 9:30am on 2 February armed security personnel from the Yanacocha mining company entered the land where Máxima Acuña and her family have lived for over 20 years and destroyed the crop of potatoes they were growing for their own use. The family reported the incident to the Public Prosecutor’s office. 

Two days before, the family’s dog was found alive but with a stab wound to the neck. 

Máxima Acuña and her family, who are subsistence farmers, have been in a dispute with the Yanacocha mining company for years over the ownership of the plot of land where they live in Tragadero Grande, Sorochuco district, Cajamarca region. On 17 December 2014 a Court in Cajamarca determined that the family was not guilty of illegally occupying the land, as claimed by the company. The mining company challenged the decision and on 9 March 2015 the Supreme Court confirmed the first acquittal ruling. The mining company is now challenging the ownership of the land in a civil court. 

I urge you to take the following immediate actions:
· Please protect Máxima Acuña and her family from any acts of intimidation according to their wishes and respect their human rights at all times, including their right to the plot of land where they live, whatever the outcome of the land dispute;

· Please do all you can to end the campaign of intimidation and harassment by both the police and members of the Yanacocha mining company’s security personnel, who, until now have not been brought to justice;

· Please order a thorough and impartial investigation into the reported destruction of the crops and bring those responsible to justice.
Thank you for your prompt and human response to this urgent matter.

Sincerely,

cc:

Ambassador Luis Miguel Castilla, Embassy of Peru

1700 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036

