
Prime Minister

Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak

Prime Minister’s Office of Malaysia

Main Block, Perdana Putra Building

Federal Government Administrative Centre, 62502 Putrajaya

Malaysia

Your Excellency:

As you know, thousands of refugees and migrants remain at risk in seas around Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia. Those who have landed in Malaysia and Indonesia are at risk of detention and unlawful return.
Over 3,000 people have either landed in Malaysia, Thailand and Indonesia or returned to Myanmar and Bangladesh over the past three weeks. Approximately 2,500 migrants and refugees remain stranded at sea. As you also know, many of those on board the boats are Rohingya – the minority from Myanmar who have faced discrimination for decades.
I urge you to take the following steps immediately to help resolve this desperate situation:
· Please provide for the immediate humanitarian needs of refugees and migrants including food, water, shelter and health care; 

· Please ensure that people claiming asylum are able to access refugee status determination procedures and that individuals are not criminalized, detained or otherwise punished solely for their method of arrival in the country;

· Please respect the principle of non-refoulement, by ensuring that people are not transferred to any place, including their country of origin, where their lives or freedoms are at risk;
· Please allow all boats carrying refugees and migrants to land safely in the nearest country to their vessel and not push them back, threaten or otherwise intimidate them;

· Please co-ordinate search and rescue operations to locate and assist boats in distress;
· Call upon the Government of Myanmar to end all discrimination against the Rohingya in law, policy and practice.

Thank you for your immediate attention to this very urgent matter.  Many human beings’ lives are at stake – please do all you can to resolve this humanitarian crisis.

Sincerely,

cc:  H.E. Ambassador Budi Bowoleksono, Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia

2020 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036

cc:   H.E. Ambassador Datuk Othman Hashim, Embassy of Malaysia

3516 International Court, NW, Washington DC 20008

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs

Thanasak Patimapragorn

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Sri Ayudhya Road

Bangkok, 10400

Thailand

Your Excellency:

As you know, thousands of refugees and migrants remain at risk in seas around Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia. Those who have landed in Malaysia and Indonesia are at risk of detention and unlawful return.

Over 3,000 people have either landed in Malaysia, Thailand and Indonesia or returned to Myanmar and Bangladesh over the past three weeks. Approximately 2,500 migrants and refugees remain stranded at sea. As you also know, many of those on board the boats are Rohingya – the minority from Myanmar who have faced discrimination for decades.

I urge you to take the following steps immediately to help resolve this desperate situation:

· Please provide for the immediate humanitarian needs of refugees and migrants including food, water, shelter and health care; 

· Please ensure that people claiming asylum are able to access refugee status determination procedures and that individuals are not criminalized, detained or otherwise punished solely for their method of arrival in the country;

· Please respect the principle of non-refoulement, by ensuring that people are not transferred to any place, including their country of origin, where their lives or freedoms are at risk;

· Please allow all boats carrying refugees and migrants to land safely in the nearest country to their vessel and not push them back, threaten or otherwise intimidate them;

· Please co-ordinate search and rescue operations to locate and assist boats in distress;
· Call upon the Government of Myanmar to end all discrimination against the Rohingya in law, policy and practice.
Thank you for your immediate attention to this very urgent matter.  Many human beings’ lives are at stake – please do all you can to resolve this humanitarian crisis.

Sincerely,
cc:  H.E. Ambassador Budi Bowoleksono, Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia

2020 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036

cc:

H.E. Ambassador Datuk Othman Hashim, Embassy of Malaysia

3516 International Court, NW, Washington DC 20008

Retno Marsudi 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Jl. Pejambon No.6.

Jakarta Pusat, 10110

Indonesia
Your Excellency:

As you know, thousands of refugees and migrants remain at risk in seas around Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia. Those who have landed in Malaysia and Indonesia are at risk of detention and unlawful return.

Over 3,000 people have either landed in Malaysia, Thailand and Indonesia or returned to Myanmar and Bangladesh over the past three weeks. Approximately 2,500 migrants and refugees remain stranded at sea. As you also know, many of those on board the boats are Rohingya – the minority from Myanmar who have faced discrimination for decades.

I urge you to take the following steps immediately to help resolve this desperate situation:

· Please provide for the immediate humanitarian needs of refugees and migrants including food, water, shelter and health care; 

· Please ensure that people claiming asylum are able to access refugee status determination procedures and that individuals are not criminalized, detained or otherwise punished solely for their method of arrival in the country;

· Please respect the principle of non-refoulement, by ensuring that people are not transferred to any place, including their country of origin, where their lives or freedoms are at risk;

· Please allow all boats carrying refugees and migrants to land safely in the nearest country to their vessel and not push them back, threaten or otherwise intimidate them;

· Please co-ordinate search and rescue operations to locate and assist boats in distress;

· Please call upon the Government of Myanmar to end all discrimination against the Rohingya in law, policy and practice.

Thank you for your immediate attention to this very urgent matter.  Many human beings’ lives are at stake – please do all you can to resolve this humanitarian crisis.

Sincerely,
H.E. Ambassador Budi Bowoleksono, Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia

2020 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036

