
Federal Penitentiary Service Director

Gennady Kornienko


Federal Penitentiary Service

119991 Moscow 

Ul. Zhitnaya 14 

Russian Federation

Dear Director,

It has come to my attention that Tatar activist and prisoner of conscience Rafis Kashapov is currently serving a three-year sentence for criticizing the Russian government. He has been discriminated against and harassed by being singled out for punishment in a corrective prison colony in the Komi Republic, in northern Russia. 
He was sentenced to three years’ imprisonment on 15 September 2015 for his criticism of the Russian government’s involvement in the armed conflict in eastern Ukraine and the treatment of ethic Crimean Tatars in the annexed Crimea. In mid-March he was transferred to corrective prison colony No. 19 in the Republic of Komi, in northern Russia, 1,200 km from his home in Naberezhnye Chelny in Tatarstan. On 14 April, Rafis Kashapov was transferred to corrective prison colony No. 31, also in the Republic of Komi.
When he arrived at the first corrective prison colony he was told by the head of the penitentiary administration that he was a terrorist. In subsequent exchanges with prison guards he was told that Tatars were responsible for the nuclear disaster at Chernobyl. Almost immediately after his arrival in the colony he was put in a punishment cell for having poured cold water over himself in the morning. This was followed by three further reprimands for either failing to greet a prison officer or failing to keep his hands behind his back. 
In one instance he was reprimanded for not keeping his hands behind his back while dressing. He has now been categorized as a “malign violator” of the regulations which affects his eligibility for parole and for amnesties. 
Rafis Kashapov has also been forbidden to treat himself with self-massage for the headaches and high blood pressure he suffers as a result of a previous head injury. At the end of March, Mr. Kashapov’s wife travelled 1,200 km to see him and was denied a meeting because he was in the punishment cell. Guards also refused to accept the food package she had brought for her imprisoned husband. 
· I urge you to move forward with Rafis Kashapov’s immediate and unconditional release, as he is a prisoner of conscience jailed solely for the peaceful exercise of his right to freedom of expression, and in the meantime;

· I also call upon you to ensure that Rafis Kashapov is not discriminated against or exposed to harassment, reminding them that the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners state that there should be no discrimination on the basis of race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion; 
· Lastly, I urge you to move Rafis Kashapov to a prison colony closer to his home in Naberezhnye Chelny because the UN Standard Minimum Rules require prisoners to be allotted to prisons as close to their home and place of rehabilitation as possible.
Thank you for your immediate and humane response to this urgent matter.

Sincerely,

cc:

Ambassador Sergey I. Kislyak, Embassy of the Russian Federation

2650 Wisconsin Ave. NW, Washington DC 20007

Director, Corrective Colony No. 31

Vasily Sedrisev

169060 Respublika Komi

Ust-Vymsky rayon

g. Minkun

ul. Vostochnaya
Russian Federation

Dear Director,

It has come to my attention that Tatar activist and prisoner of conscience Rafis Kashapov is currently serving a three-year sentence for criticizing the Russian government. He has been discriminated against and harassed by being singled out for punishment in a corrective prison colony in the Komi Republic, in northern Russia. 

He was sentenced to three years’ imprisonment on 15 September 2015 for his criticism of the Russian government’s involvement in the armed conflict in eastern Ukraine and the treatment of ethic Crimean Tatars in the annexed Crimea. In mid-March he was transferred to corrective prison colony No. 19 in the Republic of Komi, in northern Russia, 1,200 km from his home in Naberezhnye Chelny in Tatarstan. On 14 April, Rafis Kashapov was transferred to corrective prison colony No. 31, also in the Republic of Komi.

When he arrived at the first corrective prison colony he was told by the head of the penitentiary administration that he was a terrorist. In subsequent exchanges with prison guards he was told that Tatars were responsible for the nuclear disaster at Chernobyl. Almost immediately after his arrival in the colony he was put in a punishment cell for having poured cold water over himself in the morning. This was followed by three further reprimands for either failing to greet a prison officer or failing to keep his hands behind his back. 

In one instance he was reprimanded for not keeping his hands behind his back while dressing. He has now been categorized as a “malign violator” of the regulations which affects his eligibility for parole and for amnesties. 

Rafis Kashapov has also been forbidden to treat himself with self-massage for the headaches and high blood pressure he suffers as a result of a previous head injury. At the end of March, Mr. Kashapov’s wife travelled 1,200 km to see him and was denied a meeting because he was in the punishment cell. Guards also refused to accept the food package she had brought for her imprisoned husband. 

· I urge you to move forward with Rafis Kashapov’s immediate and unconditional release, as he is a prisoner of conscience jailed solely for the peaceful exercise of his right to freedom of expression, and in the meantime;

· I also call upon you to ensure that Rafis Kashapov is not discriminated against or exposed to harassment, reminding them that the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners state that there should be no discrimination on the basis of race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion; 

· Lastly, I urge you to move Rafis Kashapov to a prison colony closer to his home in Naberezhnye Chelny because the UN Standard Minimum Rules require prisoners to be allotted to prisons as close to their home and place of rehabilitation as possible.

Thank you for your immediate and humane response to this urgent matter.

Sincerely,

cc:

Ambassador Sergey I. Kislyak, Embassy of the Russian Federation

2650 Wisconsin Ave. NW, Washington DC 20007

Prosecutor General 

Yury Chaika

Prosecutor General’s Office

Ul. B. Dmitrovka, d.15a

125993 Moscow GSP-3
Russian Federation

Dear Prosecutor General,

It has come to my attention that Tatar activist and prisoner of conscience Rafis Kashapov is currently serving a three-year sentence for criticizing the Russian government. He has been discriminated against and harassed by being singled out for punishment in a corrective prison colony in the Komi Republic, in northern Russia. 

He was sentenced to three years’ imprisonment on 15 September 2015 for his criticism of the Russian government’s involvement in the armed conflict in eastern Ukraine and the treatment of ethic Crimean Tatars in the annexed Crimea. In mid-March he was transferred to corrective prison colony No. 19 in the Republic of Komi, in northern Russia, 1,200 km from his home in Naberezhnye Chelny in Tatarstan. On 14 April, Rafis Kashapov was transferred to corrective prison colony No. 31, also in the Republic of Komi.

When he arrived at the first corrective prison colony he was told by the head of the penitentiary administration that he was a terrorist. In subsequent exchanges with prison guards he was told that Tatars were responsible for the nuclear disaster at Chernobyl. Almost immediately after his arrival in the colony he was put in a punishment cell for having poured cold water over himself in the morning. This was followed by three further reprimands for either failing to greet a prison officer or failing to keep his hands behind his back. 

In one instance he was reprimanded for not keeping his hands behind his back while dressing. He has now been categorized as a “malign violator” of the regulations which affects his eligibility for parole and for amnesties. 

Rafis Kashapov has also been forbidden to treat himself with self-massage for the headaches and high blood pressure he suffers as a result of a previous head injury. At the end of March, Mr. Kashapov’s wife travelled 1,200 km to see him and was denied a meeting because he was in the punishment cell. Guards also refused to accept the food package she had brought for her imprisoned husband. 

· I urge you to move forward with Rafis Kashapov’s immediate and unconditional release, as he is a prisoner of conscience jailed solely for the peaceful exercise of his right to freedom of expression, and in the meantime;

· I also call upon you to ensure that Rafis Kashapov is not discriminated against or exposed to harassment, reminding them that the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners state that there should be no discrimination on the basis of race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion; 

· Lastly, I urge you to move Rafis Kashapov to a prison colony closer to his home in Naberezhnye Chelny because the UN Standard Minimum Rules require prisoners to be allotted to prisons as close to their home and place of rehabilitation as possible.

Thank you for your immediate and humane response to this urgent matter.

Sincerely,
cc:

Ambassador Sergey I. Kislyak, Embassy of the Russian Federation

2650 Wisconsin Ave. NW, Washington DC 20007


