King and Prime Minister

His Majesty King Salman bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud

The Custodian of the two Holy Mosques

Office of His Majesty the King

Royal Court, Riyadh

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Your Majesty:

Sheikh Nimr al-Nimr was executed on 2 January. His family were not informed, and his body has not been returned to them. He had been sentenced to death after a deeply flawed trial at the counter-terrorism court.

Sheikh Nimr Baqir al-Nimr was executed on 2 January, together with 46 other prisoners. The authorities had not told his family that he was about to be executed. They have also so far refused to return his body for burial, despite the family’s numerous requests, thereby compounding their suffering. Activists believe the authorities have already buried his body.  The UN Human Rights Committee has emphasized that following an execution “the refusal to hand over the body for burial [may] have the effect of intimidating or punishing families by intentionally leaving them in a state of uncertainty and mental distress.”

Sheikh Nimr al-Nimr’s death sentence had been upheld first by the appeal division of the Specialized Criminal Court (SCC) in the capital, Riyadh, and then by the Supreme Court earlier in 2015, without him, his family or his lawyer being told. It is assumed that the King of Saudi Arabia ratified the death sentence some time in 2015.

The UN Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon, announced that he “is deeply dismayed over the recent execution by Saudi Arabia of 47 people, including the cleric Sheikh Nimr Baqir al-Nimr. Sheik al-Nimr and a number of the other prisoners executed had been convicted following trials that raised serious concerns over the nature of the charges and the fairness of the process.” The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, said that he “deplored the execution of Sheikh Nimr Al-Nimr and any other individual who had not committed a crime viewed “as most serious” under international human rights law.” 

· I call upon you to return Sheikh Nimr al-Nimr’s body to his family without delay;

· I urge you to establish an official moratorium on executions immediately, with a view to abolishing the death penalty, and commute all outstanding death sentences;

· Lastly, I call upon you to ensure that full information about the use of the death penalty in Saudi Arabia is publicly available and that condemned prisoners’ families and lawyers are given full access to them and information about their cases, including notification of any scheduled execution.

Thank you for your prompt and compassionate response to this critical situation.

Sincerely,

Copies:

President, Human Rights Commission

Bandar Mohammed ‘Abdullah al-Aiban


Human Rights Commission

PO Box 58889, Riyadh 11515


King Fahd Road


Building No. 3, Riyadh

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia


Fax: +966 11 418 5101

Ambassador Adel Ahmed Al-Jubeir, Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia

601 New Hampshire Ave. NW, Washington DC 20037

Fax: 1 202 944 5983 I Phone: 1 202 342 3800 I Email: info@saudiembassy.net

Minister of Interior 

His Royal Highness Prince Mohammed bin Naif bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud

Minister of Interior 

Ministry of the Interior, P.O. Box 2933, Airport Road, Riyadh 11134 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Your Excellency:

Sheikh Nimr al-Nimr was executed on 2 January. His family were not informed, and his body has not been returned to them. He had been sentenced to death after a deeply flawed trial at the counter-terrorism court.

Sheikh Nimr Baqir al-Nimr was executed on 2 January, together with 46 other prisoners. The authorities had not told his family that he was about to be executed. They have also so far refused to return his body for burial, despite the family’s numerous requests, thereby compounding their suffering. Activists believe the authorities have already buried his body.  The UN Human Rights Committee has emphasized that following an execution “the refusal to hand over the body for burial [may] have the effect of intimidating or punishing families by intentionally leaving them in a state of uncertainty and mental distress.”

Sheikh Nimr al-Nimr’s death sentence had been upheld first by the appeal division of the Specialized Criminal Court (SCC) in the capital, Riyadh, and then by the Supreme Court earlier in 2015, without him, his family or his lawyer being told. It is assumed that the King of Saudi Arabia ratified the death sentence some time in 2015.

The UN Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon, announced that he “is deeply dismayed over the recent execution by Saudi Arabia of 47 people, including the cleric Sheikh Nimr Baqir al-Nimr. Sheik al-Nimr and a number of the other prisoners executed had been convicted following trials that raised serious concerns over the nature of the charges and the fairness of the process.” The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, said that he “deplored the execution of Sheikh Nimr Al-Nimr and any other individual who had not committed a crime viewed “as most serious” under international human rights law.” 

· I call upon you to return Sheikh Nimr al-Nimr’s body to his family without delay;

· I urge you to establish an official moratorium on executions immediately, with a view to abolishing the death penalty, and commute all outstanding death sentences;

· Lastly, I call upon you to ensure that full information about the use of the death penalty in Saudi Arabia is publicly available and that condemned prisoners’ families and lawyers are given full access to them and information about their cases, including notification of any scheduled execution.

Thank you for your prompt and compassionate response to this critical situation.

Sincerely,

Copies:

President, Human Rights Commission

Bandar Mohammed ‘Abdullah al-Aiban


Human Rights Commission

PO Box 58889, Riyadh 11515


King Fahd Road


Building No. 3, Riyadh

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia


Fax: +966 11 418 5101

Ambassador Adel Ahmed Al-Jubeir, Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia

601 New Hampshire Ave. NW, Washington DC 20037

Fax: 1 202 944 5983 I Phone: 1 202 342 3800 I Email: info@saudiembassy.net

