
Prosecutor General of the Russian Federation 

Yuriy Yakovlevich Chaika 

Prosecutor General’s Office 

ul. B. Dmitrovka, dom 15a

Moscow GSP- 3, 125993, Russia 

Dear Prosecutor General,
I am writing to you seeking assistance on a very urgent matter.  As you may know, Victor Korb, a human rights defender and journalist, is being unjustly prosecuted for “public justification of terrorism” on account of publishing the final statement of the person whose rights he defends. I am writing to urge you to immediately drop the charges against him, as they are completely without merit.
In April 2015, a prominent Russian publicist, Boris Stomakhin, was convicted of “public justification of terrorism” for writing a blog post on 18 January 2014. Many local human rights defenders believe his guilt had not been sufficiently proved and that the punishment was overly severe. The well-known journalist and human rights defender Victor Korb started a campaign in support of Boris Stomakhin, calling for him to be freed. Among other things, on 21 April 2015, he published on the website Patriofil.ru Boris Stomakhin’s final statement, in which Boris Stomakhin described the December 2013 explosions in Volgograd as “justified”. The transcript of the statement was put in quotation marks by Victor Korb, who at no point expressed support for or condoned the views expressed by Boris Stomakhin.

On the morning of 18 May 2018, around ten law enforcement officers burst into Victor Korb’s apartment in Omsk, Siberia’s capital city, and conducted a 10-hour-long search. All computers belonging to Victor Korb and his family were seized, as were data storage devices containing his and his wife’s journalistic materials. During the search he learned that, two days earlier, a criminal case had been initiated against him by the Investigation Committee’s Department for the Omsk Region for “public calls to terrorist activities, public justification of terrorism or the propaganda of terrorism” (Art. 205.2 of the Criminal Code), for which if found guilty he could face seven years in prison. On 20 May 2018, Victor Korb was required to confirm in writing that he would not leave Omsk. Soon after, his own and his family’s bank accounts were frozen.

On 17 June 2018, Victor Korb appealed to the Russia’s Prosecutor General’s Office (PGO) alleging that the initiation of the criminal case against him was unlawful. He asked the PGO to consider the lawfulness of the case at the federal level, for fear of retaliation from the regional authorities for his journalistic and peaceful human rights work. However, his appeal was transferred to the Prosecutor’s Office of the Omsk Region, where it is currently being considered.

In accordance with its international obligations, I urge you to ensure that Russian journalists are able to carry out their function of commenting on public issues, informing public opinion, and conveying information and ideas without threats, harassment or intimidation, and that they are not prosecuted for expressing views that do not constitute incitement to violence.

I urge you to immediately drop the charges against Victor Korb as he is being prosecuted solely for the peaceful exercise of his right to freedom of expression as a journalist and human rights defender.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this critical situation.  Please take all necessary steps to free Victor Korb and ensure that the human rights, lives and safety of all Russian people are protected.

Sincerely,

cc:

Ambassador Anatoly Antonov, 

Embassy of the Russian Federation

2650 Wisconsin Ave. NW, 

Washington, DC 20007

Phone: 1 202 298 5700 I Fax: 1 202 298 5735

Email: rusembusa@mid.ru

Twitter: @mfa_russia

Salutation: Dear Ambassador
AIUSA’s Urgent Action Network | 600 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE, 5th Floor, Washington, DC 20003 

T (212) 807- 8400 | uan@aiusa.org | www.amnestyusa.org/uan


