President of the Supreme People's Court

Zhou Qiang Yuanzhang

Zuigao Renmin Fayuan

27 Dongjiaomin Xiang

Beijingshi 100745

People's Republic of China

Fax: +86 10 65292345

Dear President,

It has come to my attention that a court in China’s Henan province has convicted and sentenced Xu Youchen to death for killing a policeman when authorities were taking him and his wife away for peaceful petitioning. An appeal against the decision is currently under review.

This case has been moved to a neighbouring city in November and on 4 June 2015 the Sanmenxia City People’s Procuratorate dropped the charge against his wife due to insufficient evidence.  Xu Youchen was convicted and sentenced to death by the Sanmenxia City Intermediate People’s Court on 12 December 2016.   

Given the nature of the case, I urge you to commute the death sentence of Xu Youchen without delay and to ensure that all case proceedings fully comply with international fair trial standards and Xu Youchen is not subjected to torture or other ill-treatment.

I further urge you to immediately establish a moratorium on all executions with a view to abolishing the death penalty, in line with six UN General Assembly resolutions adopted since 2007.  

Thank you for your immediate attention to these important matters.  The death penalty should be abolished in all cases, and this one is no exception.  Please  commute the death sentence for Xu Youchen.

Sincerely,

Ambassador Cui Tiankai

Embassy of the People's Republic of China

3505 International Place NW, Washington DC 20008

Fax: 1 202 495 2138  I  Phone: 1 202 495 2266 

Email: chinaembpress_us@mfa.gov.cn

Dear Ambassador, 

It has come to my attention that a court in China’s Henan province has convicted and sentenced Xu Youchen to death for killing a policeman when authorities were taking him and his wife away for peaceful petitioning. An appeal against the decision is currently under review.

This case has been moved to a neighbouring city in November and on 4 June 2015 the Sanmenxia City People’s Procuratorate dropped the charge against his wife due to insufficient evidence.  Xu Youchen was convicted and sentenced to death by the Sanmenxia City Intermediate People’s Court on 12 December 2016.   

Given the nature of the case, I urge you to commute the death sentence of Xu Youchen without delay and to ensure that all case proceedings fully comply with international fair trial standards and Xu Youchen is not subjected to torture or other ill-treatment.

I further urge you to immediately establish a moratorium on all executions with a view to abolishing the death penalty, in line with six UN General Assembly resolutions adopted since 2007.  

Thank you for your immediate attention to these important matters.  The death penalty should be abolished in all cases, and this one is no exception.  Please commute the death sentence for Xu Youchen.

Sincerely,

