Leader of the Islamic Republic

Ayatollah Sayed ‘Ali Khamenei

The Office of the Supreme Leader

Islamic Republic Street- End of Shahid

KeshvarDoust Street

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

Your Excellency,

As you may know, Zeynab Jalalian, a member of Iranian’s Kurdish minority, currently serving a life sentence in Kermanshah Prison, western Iran, is at risk of losing her eyesight and she is in urgent need of

medical care. Zeynab Jalalian has had eye problems for a number of years, possibly as a result of beatings she received during interrogations by the Iranian authorities.  Her health situation has worsened and she may be losing her eyesight. On 8 April, she was transferred to the prison clinic in handcuffs and shackles to receive treatment for her eyes, but the prison authorities have repeatedly refused to allow her access to an eye specialist outside of Kermanshah Prison. 

It is not clear whether the prison clinic is able to provide Zeynab Jalalian with the medical care she requires. Zeynab Jalalian was sentenced to death for “enmity against God” (moharebeh) in January 2009 by the Kermanshah Revolutionary Court for her alleged membership of Party For Free Life of Kurdistan (PJAK), an armed Kurdish opposition group. Before that she had spent eight months in pre-trial detention in a Ministry of Intelligence detention facility, where she says she was tortured. She was not granted access to a lawyer during her trial, which she says lasted only a few minutes. Zeynab Jalalian death sentence was commuted and reduced to life imprisonment in late November 2011.

Zeynab Jalalian’s family has not been able to visit her for more than a year and they are only allowed to have two minute phone conversations with her once a week.  Zeynab Jalalian formally requested prison leave in January 2014, but she has said that the Iranian authorities have asked her to do a forced televised “confession”, which may be a prerequisite for prison leave but she has refused to do so.

I call upon you to take the following immediate and humane steps to resolve this unjust situation:

· Please ensure that Zeynab Jalalian is protected from torture and other ill-treatment; and is

granted all necessary medical treatment she may require, including treatment at a medical facility outside the prison if required;

· Please allow her regular visits from her family;

· Please grant her a re-trial that complies with international standards for fair trial and to disregard any evidence obtained under torture or other ill-treatment

Thank you for your immediate response to this urgent matter.  

Sincerely,

cc:
President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Hassan Rouhani, The Presidency, Pasteur Street, Pasteur Square, Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

cc: 
Iranian Interests Section, 2209 Wisconsin Ave NW, Washington DC 20007

Head of the Judiciary

Ayatollah Sadegh Larijani

c/o Public Relations Office

Number 4, 2 Azizi Street intersection

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

Your Excellency,

As you may know, Zeynab Jalalian, a member of Iranian’s Kurdish minority, currently serving a life sentence in Kermanshah Prison, western Iran, is at risk of losing her eyesight and she is in urgent need of

medical care. Zeynab Jalalian has had eye problems for a number of years, possibly as a result of beatings she received during interrogations by the Iranian authorities.  Her health situation has worsened and she may be losing her eyesight. On 8 April, she was transferred to the prison clinic in handcuffs and shackles to receive treatment for her eyes, but the prison authorities have repeatedly refused to allow her access to an eye specialist outside of Kermanshah Prison. 

It is not clear whether the prison clinic is able to provide Zeynab Jalalian with the medical care she requires. Zeynab Jalalian was sentenced to death for “enmity against God” (moharebeh) in January 2009 by the Kermanshah Revolutionary Court for her alleged membership of Party For Free Life of Kurdistan (PJAK), an armed Kurdish opposition group. Before that she had spent eight months in pre-trial detention in a Ministry of Intelligence detention facility, where she says she was tortured. She was not granted access to a lawyer during her trial, which she says lasted only a few minutes. Zeynab Jalalian death sentence was commuted and reduced to life imprisonment in late November 2011.

Zeynab Jalalian’s family has not been able to visit her for more than a year and they are only allowed to have two minute phone conversations with her once a week.  Zeynab Jalalian formally requested prison leave in January 2014, but she has said that the Iranian authorities have asked her to do a forced televised “confession”, which may be a prerequisite for prison leave but she has refused to do so.

I call upon you to take the following immediate and humane steps to resolve this unjust situation:

· Please ensure that Zeynab Jalalian is protected from torture and other ill-treatment; and is

granted all necessary medical treatment she may require, including treatment at a medical facility outside the prison if required;

· Please allow her regular visits from her family;

· Please grant her a re-trial that complies with international standards for fair trial and to disregard any evidence obtained under torture or other ill-treatment

Thank you for your immediate response to this urgent matter.  

Sincerely,

cc:
President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Hassan Rouhani, The Presidency, Pasteur Street, Pasteur Square, Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

cc: 
Iranian Interests Section, 2209 Wisconsin Ave NW, Washington DC 20007

